
11th Grade Summer Reading: 2021-2022

Text: An American Marriage by Tayari Jones

Assignment:
● Select one link from the menu of media below.
● Identify two passages from the media that connect to An American Marriage and insert

them at the top of a Google Doc. If using a podcast or video, include timestamps for the
quoted portions you are selecting.

● Write a paragraph of at least 200 words that explores how the media reinforces,
augments, or challenges your understanding of a specific scene or event in the novel.

Supplementary media:

Wrongful Incarceration, Mass Incarceration
We need to talk about an injustice | Bryan Stevenson

■ In an engaging and personal talk -- with cameo appearances from his
grandmother and Rosa Parks -- human rights lawyer Bryan Stevenson
shares some hard truths about America's justice system, starting with a
massive imbalance along racial lines: a third of the country's black male
population has been incarcerated at some point in their lives. These
issues, which are wrapped up in America's unexamined history, are rarely
talked about with this level of candor, insight and persuasiveness.

What Would a World Without Prisons Be Like? - Podcast on The New Yorker
■ Mass incarceration is now widely regarded as a prejudiced and deeply

harmful set of policies. Bipartisan support exists for some degree of
criminal-justice reform, and, in some circles, the idea of prison abolition is
also gaining traction. Kai Wright, the host of the WNYC podcast “The
United States of Anxiety,” spoke about the movement with Paul Butler, a
law professor and former federal prosecutor who saw firsthand the
damage that prosecution causes, and sujatha baliga, a MacArthur
Foundation fellow and a survivor of sexual violence who leads the
Restorative Justice Project at the nonprofit Impact Justice. “Prison
abolition doesn’t mean that everybody who’s locked up gets to come
home tomorrow,” Butler explains. Instead, activists envision a gradual
process of “decarceration,” and the creation of alternative forms of justice
and harm reduction. “Abolition, to my mind, isn’t just about ending the
prisons,” baliga adds. “It’s about ending binary processes which pit us as
‘us, them,’ ‘right, wrong’; somebody has to be lying, somebody’s telling
the truth. That is not the way that we get to healing.”

The Road to Mass Incarceration- Film created by Eastern State Penitentiary
■ This video summarizes criminal justice policy decisions dating back to the

1960s. Although the effects took decades to manifest, each of these policy
shifts increased the rate of incarceration in the U.S. The video ends with

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2tOp7OxyQ8
https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/political-scene/what-would-a-world-without-prisons-be-like
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLiHZhixTEk


many of the architects of these changes, Democrats and Republicans alike,
admitting the failure of these policies and suggesting that it is time for real
change.

Black Artists & Black Women in Art
○ Artist Profile: Simone Leigh

■ Simone Leigh’s sculpture “Brick House” was installed at 34th and Walnut
in 2020. (Also currently on display near Hudson Yards in NYC.)

■ ‘I’ve been thinking about the labour of Black women, what forms of
knowledge they carry, and what kinds of labour they are involved in that’s
not valued,’ - Leigh, quoted at this link

○ A Conversation With Ojore Lutalo and Bonnie Kerness (article)
■ MoMA PS1 curator Josephine Graf talks with a formerly incarcerated

artist and a prisoners’ rights advocate about activism, confinement, and
revolutionary propaganda.

○ The Voices of Marking Time (podcast)
■ Nicole Fleetwood speaks with four artists featured in MoMA PS1’s new

exhibition Marking Time: Art in the Age of Mass Incarceration.

Quakerism and Confinement
○ Solitary Confinement and Quakers by the Friends Committee on National

Legislation.
■ “Quakers are often credited with inventing solitary confinement. Actually,

we borrowed the idea from other faith leaders in the 18th century, who
promoted it as an alternative to the widespread use of the death penalty
and an improvement over other punishments which maimed, debased
and otherwise utterly humiliated accused criminals. But history does
record that the first prison in the U.S. entirely constructed for the purpose
of solitary confinement – the first “supermax” – was largely designed and
operated under the leadership of Quakers. The Eastern Pennsylvania
Penitentiary opened in 1829, 185 years ago.”

○ '"When Friends Had the Management It Was Entirely Different": Quakers and
Calvinists in the Making of New York Prison Discipline by Jennifer Graber,
published by the Friends Historical Association

Resources/General Terminology/Overview:
● https://innocenceproject.org/about/
● https://eji.org/issues/wrongful-convictions/
● https://www.themarshallproject.org/records/1401-podcast

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42NGGIU0HnA
https://www.frieze.com/article/what-we-carry-flesh-majestic-bodies-simone-leigh
https://www.moma.org/magazine/articles/532
https://www.moma.org/magazine/articles/454
https://www.fcnl.org/updates/2016-09/solitary-confinement-and-quakers
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41947656
https://innocenceproject.org/about/
https://eji.org/issues/wrongful-convictions/
https://www.themarshallproject.org/records/1401-podcast

