
Summer Reading: American Studies 2022-23

American Studies is an interdisciplinary course that explores the contours of  American culture at the
intersection of  literature and history. Toward this end, we read fiction, nonfiction, and sample excerpts from
music, films, documentaries, and podcasts.

Central Questions for Summer Reading
● How do the communities we come from support or inform the stories of  who we are?
● What elements of  our own communities are key to others’ understanding of  us? What elements of

our communities might be misunderstood?
● Where do our communities overlap or seem to remain separate?

Required Texts
Disgruntled: A Novel by Asali Solomon
Difficult Conversations by Stone, Patton, and Heen (chapters 2 and 3)
A journal. Note: this journal should be sturdy and standard-sized [composition book] as we use it for
reflections, homework, projects, paper brainstorms, etc. See examples below.

What do I need to do with these texts?
● Read and annotate each text looking specifically for passages that are thought-provoking and evoke a

strong thought or emotion from you.
● All responses should be recorded by hand in your AMS journal and should include at least four

examples for each entry.
● Include a date and header for every journal entry, now and throughout the school year.

Texts
Disgruntled

● In your journal, document the ways in which Solomon describes her own
community/neighborhood, then make a claim. Include 4-6 quotes from the beginning to the
end of  the book that support your claim.

● Next reflect on these questions in your journal: What is the story that other people tell about your
neighborhood? What is the impact of  this “other” story on you?

Difficult Conversations
● Read Chapters 2 and 3.
● Record your first impressions and lingering questions in your journal. As a reminder, this journal

entry should contain at least four examples from the text (two from each chapter) and be dated.

[continued]



Your story
● In a single Google Doc titled with your last name and “My Community(ies)” (ex:

Turner_MyCommunity), write about the character and texture of  your neighborhood by talking to
people in your community about their memories, concerns, and dreams for the neighborhood. If
you live in more than one neighborhood, you are welcome to include both or focus on one.

● Write your name and the name of  your neighborhood(s)/community(ies) at the top of  your doc.
● In the same doc or in a linked Google Slides, take 6-8 photos of  your neighborhood or community

(provide captions) that capture/illustrate the memories, concerns, and dreams of  your
neighborhood.

Preparation for the first day of  class
A. Make a single Google Folder for American Studies. Include your name in the folder name, like

this: Maria Adamson_AmericanStudies. Share the folder with both teachers: Maria Adamson and
Lisa Turner.

● Bring your journal (think of  this journal as your idea lab on paper; its use is VERY similar to how
classes use the idea lab). You want something that you will want to look at and write in often. Since
we collect journals often and must carry them we ask for you to NOT USE a spiral notebook. Here
are a few photos of  the size and kind of  journal we recommend. A Sketch pad (8X11) is also
acceptable for those inclined to draw or doodle their ideas.

Sample journal size/types acceptable


